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PREFACE 


8 the preſent is the firſt lultsnce, of my 5 
= yielding to ſolicitations for the printing 
of Tat I had preached; an apology for it is 
5 obvious, i in the peculiarity of the occaſioon. 
| A book was publiſhed laſt year, under the 
5 following title, viz. [The TRUE SoNsHIT of 
CHRIST invęſtigated; and his Perſon, Dignity 
and Offices, explained and confirmed; from the 
Sacred Scriptures: By a CLErRGYMAN] ; which 
Clergyman is commonly known to be,—the Re- 
verend Mr William Dalgleſo, miniſter of the 
Goſpel at Peebles, | 
Upon hearing of this book —as 1 fuppoſed z 
that it might be ſome trumping up of Dr Ridgely' 8 
ſcheme; I had no curioſity to enquire for it, 
more than for the many other erroneous pu- 
| blications which are now ſo frequent. And a 
friend having brought it to my houſe, with 
a a defire that I might read it,—yet without 
ſaying any thing about the principles which 
it contains; 1 expreſſed an averſion, from em- 
„„ | ploying 5 
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ploying my time in that manner : However he 


left it, undeſired, behind him. 
| Having afterwards taken it up, at a vacant 


how; I ſoon found the ſcheme contained in it 
to be quite new ; and was gradually engaged 5 
in a cloſe peruſal of it. 1 had no ſooner got 
; through it, than 1 was called to preach at How- 
gate; as mentioned on the title-page : And 
upon a view of preaching within about ten 


miles of the original ſeat of that Hereſy, in the 


x hearing of many whoſe minds I underſtood to 
bave been ſomewhat jumbled or amuſed by it; 
1 reckoned it my duty to prepare the following 


diſcourſe, for that occaſion. 
In extending my notes, I was under no ne- 


ceſſity of confining myſelf, as much as poſſible, 
to the preciſe matter and words which I had de- 
| livered ; like one who publiſhes a quarrelled or 
miſrepreſented ſermon, for his own vindication. _ 
Some extemporary enlargements, eſpecially in 


the doctrinal and practical parts, could not be 


recollected; but ſome others are added, eſpeci- 
ally in the argumentative part of the diſcourſe. 


And it may not be improper, in this preface, 


to make ſome general obſervations upon that 
deck. As, 


4. 10 = 
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1. The Author might have been leſt to pleaſe 
bimſelt, without any contradiction, —in affect. 
ing a neu- faſnioned genteelneſs of ſtyle, about 


invęſiigating things; were not a ſhocking idea 


preſented to one's mind, by pretending to in- 
veſtigatc (to ſearch out and find out) even one of 
the higheſt divine myſteries. Vea a talking after 
this manner about ſuch a myſtery, as ſeveral 
times in that book as well as on the title-page,— 
| bears ſome appearance, at leaſt, of treating it 


with a preſumptuous indignity. 


2. The manner of writing there uſed, 18 s per- 
haps the moſt audacious that was ever ventur- 
ed upon by any man in like circumſtances.— 
When one is appearing in the common cauſe 
of Chriſtianity,—or on the ſide of a fundamen- 
tal article of revealed religion, received and 

eſtabliſhed in all Chriſtian churches; he may 
modeſtly enough aſſume a firmneſs of tone, in 
his manner of defence: Vea ought to do ſo, 
in juſtice to the truth; that it may not be upon 
the matter betrayed, by a | mealy- mouthed vin- 

dication of it. 

But the matter is all otherways, in the. pre- 

ſent caſe.— The Author does not pretend that 

his ſcheme, built upon the Theory of Animalcular 

Generation, was ever broached by any body 

| before him: And he One's avows an attack 


* 


vin PREFACE 
M by it, upon what's the common faith of all the 


= _ Chriſtian churches. At the ſame time, though 5M 


iii ſcheme is miſerably ſupported, —in a man- 
1 ner groſsly abſurd and ſophiſtical; yet he ſets it 
| odaut with the moſt dogmatic boldneſs. He pre- 
= tends To eſtabliſh this point, by unqueſtio- 
ö EO if nable evidence; >” —that it has the univer- 
| 


* fal voice of Revelation, joining in proof of 
e it —a full and conſiſtent proof, which to 
„ very Chriſtian muſt he demonſtration ;— 3 
e no truth ſupported by clearer or more 8 
N & dant evidence:“ And that“ though it has 
& not the recommendation of the general be- 
L lief, it has what to every reaſonable man and 
I jucdicious Chriſtian will be a much higher re- 
BN c commendation ; it has the fulleft and clear. 
| © eft teſtimony of Scripture ; —the counte- 
„ nance and ſupport of every part of Revela- 
il „ tion:“ While the commonly received doc- 
trine on this head, is ſaid to be“ contrary to 

< every principle of Scripture and reaſon ;” 
1 ſo that we cannot reject his concluſions © “ as 
B * ſenſible men,—as judicious Chriſtians.” * _ 
| Thus it is that he preſumes to repreſent all 
I bother Chriſtians, as lying in a ſtate of univerſal 

| ſtupidity about the principal doctrine of their 
| Bibles ; and that they muſt forfeit all title, for- 
DIO: booth, D 
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| footh, to the character of reafonable- or ſenſible D 
men and judicious Chriſtians, —if they ſcruple 
to adopt his New Scheme. At ſo daring a man- 

ner in ſuch a ſenſeleſs and ſhameful cauſe, the 
reader may juſtly ſtare and wonder! 


3. As what was ſuppoſed, from ſome intrinſic 


evidence, is underſtood to be the caſe ; that OE 
the book was mainly defigned for people in 
England, now eminently a land of blaſphemies 


againſt the Lord and againſt his Chriſt : It may 


| paſs well enough among many in that country, 
under the hackneyed pretences of freedom of 


enquiry and liberality of ſentiment. But it was 


very abſurd for the author to imagine, as in his 
preface, — that his way of maintaining “ our 
* Saviour's ſupreme Deity will be no unſca- 
„ ſonable antidote to thoſe Arian and Socinian 


errors which continue to peſter the Chriſtian 


Church:“ For the men of theſe errors, 
dg ith the Antitrinitariant and Unitarians now a- 
bounding in England, may find a ſtrong ſupport 


tor their principles; in a ſcheme which explodes 


all perſonal diſtinctions, of any perſonal proper- 
ties and relations, in the holy Trinity. 


4. The author tells, in his preface, with re- 


gard to the diſcourſes in his book; that he 
* has delivered the greateſt part of them to a 


„ 66 numerous 
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5 0 numerous congregation, who are ondvetfally 
* ſatisfied that the explication given of this 


«+ matter is the ſcriptural and juſt one.” And 


it is truly lamentable, that he had this to ſay; 
that a knowledge of the religion which they 


profeſs, and a zeal for it, were at ſo low a pak 
in his auditory : But there is no merit in it, 


| where perſons by good words and fair Necker de- 
ceive the hearts of the ſi mple. 


5. The author alſo tells, in his preface, with 
regard to theſe diſcourſes ; that © he has ſub- 
* mitted them to ſome of the moſt judicious 


and learned of his Brethren, who have all ac- 
„ knowledged the evidence of their truth; and 
* urged the publication of them, as what might 


ce be of real ſervice to the intereſts of Chriſtia- 
« nity.” And a ſad matter it is, that he ſhould 
have any Brethren of this caſt. But he ought 
to have named them ; that the reproach may 

not fall, by a general charge, upon ſuch as 
are innocent. 


The eſtabliſhed Church of Scotland, in her 


preſent declining ſtate, has tolerated or over- 


looked many groſs errors among her miniſters 
and members. But this ſeems to be the firſt 
inſtance, of her having to tolerate a moſt 


dow nright and avowed ſtroke at the root of her 
eſtabliſhed | 
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eſtabliſhed doctrine, without even any pretence 
of the contrary; by one of her miniſters, who 
had ſolemnly engaged to maintain the ſame.— 


The Arian Dr Lindſay, when he could no 
| longer profeſs the eſtabliſhed doctrine of ihe. - 


church of England, about the Eternal Son of God; 
Vas fo ingenuous, as to give up with his place 
and benefice in that church. And let any try to 
reconcile one's continuing in communion with 
a church, and under a ſtanding engagement to 
maintain her eſtabliſhed doctrine; with an a- 
vowed overturning of it, from the 89855 founda- 


1 tion. | 


As I am altogether unacquainted with the 
Author, I cannot be reaſonably ſuppoſed to have 
him for an object of any perſonal animoſity. 
But I cannot make a compliment to any man, 
_ of the ground upon which my faith and hope 
mult reſt for eternity; no, not ſo much as by 
a a ſoftiſh way of ſpeaking for it, when it is ſo 
fundamentally attacked. | 
I have now endeavoured to exoner niyfclf in 
this matter; as I found myſelf providentially 
ſhut up. And if that Author ſhall be left to re- 
ume his pen, for a farther ſtroke at the com- 
mon faith of Chriſtians, * way of reply ; ſo 
far 
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55 preſently ſuppoſe, —he will have i 
the field quite clear to himſelf for me, 
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Conſelfon of Faith, chap. II. $ 3. 


cc by the Vnity of the Godhead there 932 


cc 


ce 


ce 


three perſons, of one ſubſtance, power and 
© eternity; God the Father, God the Son, 
c and God the Holy Ghoſt. The Father is of 
none, neither begotten nor proceeding ; the 


Son is eternally begotten of the Father ; the 
Holy Gholt eternally proceeding. from the | 


Larger Catechiſm. : 


on WM Queſt. 10. What are the perſonal properties | 
cc | 


66. of the three perſons in the Godhead f” 


« Anſav. It is proper to the Father to beget 


ce 
( 
cc 


ce 


the Son, and to the Son to be begotten of 


* the Father, and to the Holy Ghoſt to proceed 


from Father and the Son; from all eter- 


N nity.” | 


AN 


wy CERN 
» SR 25.38 


AN 


x" N * 1 Do 0 * E 
AGAINST 
A NEW, HERESY, 


THE TRUE s o Ns 


| OY bs, | 5 
A 8 of LY, £ HR I 8 T: 


the SON kf OO! 5 


£ ; 


A SERMON bak Jon ix. pe thou believe on 


A S we have been celebrating the great memorial of | 


our LurD's death, in the ſacrament of his ſup- 


per,—we have high matter of thankſpiving Kill lying 


before us in the myitery of that ordinance, according 
to the profeſſion which we now make; amidſt all the 


matter of deep Jamentation which is dreadfully taking 


place in the courſe of providence. Particularly, it is 


high matter of thankſpiving,—that CHRIST crucified 


is {till ſet forth, for being believed on in the world; 5 
for being believed on by us, to our everlaſting ſalva- | 


tion: As to which, every one of us ſhould be taking 


nome the queſtion in our text; Deſt thou believe on the 
Son of Cod? VVV 


1 


E 


In the firſt ws verſes of this chapter, we hang | 
an account of an eminent miracle which our Lord had 
performed, in opening the eyes of a man w ho had 
been born blind, In the next five verſes, we have | 
a ſhort converſation betwixt the man and his neigh- 
bours,—on that ſubject. In the twenty. two verſes 
| following, downward to that in which our text lies, 
ue have a reaſoning upon the ſubject, betwixt that 
man and the Phariſees : The iſſue of which was, that, 
on account of the man's honeſt confefſion of Jeſus, ac- 
: cording to What knowledge he then had the -y caſt 
him out, or ee him from church- privi- 
leges; as in the cloſe of the 34th verſe. Teſus, who 
is ſuppoſed to have gone to a diſtance from Jeruſalem 
immediately after performing the miracle, heard that 
they had caft him out ; as in the beginning of the 35th . 
verſe. He therefore, after ſome time, returned to 
| Jeruſalem ; ; and ſought out the man: For taking him _ 
in to a far higher privilege than that of bodily fight; _ 
the privilege of ſpiritual ſight alſo, And when he had 
Pound him, he immediately put the queition to him in 
our text; Do/t thou believe en the Son of G - 
This was evidently a queſtion about a ſaith which 
the man yet had not; deſigned for begetting in him—a 
concern about having it. And this deſign was quickly 
gained, as appears from a queſtion which he put to 
our Lord in the next verſe ; w#2 is he, Lord, that 1 
right believe on him? Our Lord gave a molt gracious 
ntwer, in che 37 ch verie > "TCV caling hiuſelf more ex- 
P. rel tyly 
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preſsly to this man, aha: he had done to any othed 
perſon except the woman of Samaria* : And Jeſus 


aid unto him, thou haſt both ſeen him; and it is he that 
 talketh with thee,” Immediately, 2s in the 3$th verſe; 
E the man was bleſſed with that faith about which 
our Lord had queſtioned him: And be Jinn; Lord, 1 1 


believe ; and he wor ſhipped bim. 
The queſtion which our Lord did. put t. to chis man, 


| he is ſtill putting to each of us; Doſt thou believe on 


the Son of God? And as this queſtion ſerves for turn- 
ing believers to a trial of the faith which they have; 


it allo ſerves for awakening others to a concern about 


obtaining it,—as, without it, they muſt perith for 


ever: According to what our Lord had aſſured the 
Jews of; ye believe not that [ am he, 0 fool die = 


in your ſins . 
The general kicks of our text is lt The Sox 
of Gop , manif<ſted in our nature, is the e yer 


5 of faith. 


We may conſider the Object md the Exerciſe a 


5 faith, here mentioned and meant ; | way with 
| fore Improvement of the ſubject. 


I. We may conſider the Object of faith 1 men. 
tioned: The Sox of Cob. 


This is evidently a character which our Lord gave 


of himſelf, under the appearance which he was then 
| making t to that man in human nature; „ 3 character as 


traly 


John iv. 26. + John vill. 24. 


* Cod. 


| truly belonging to him as the name 7eſs, by which ; 
e was commonly called and known. He is frequent- 
J, in Scripture, called the Sen f God,—and truly is 
ſo; the proper, the only begotten Son 5 God as no 
other ever was, is, or can be, | 
There can be nothing more ſuitable, on * ck 
of a ſacramental occaſion, than to ſet for th the glory 
of Chriſt crucified, in oppoſition to all the ignominy 
i which he lay under upon the croſs : And an eſſay ha- 
| ving been now made + to diſplay his glory as Cod: we 
may next endeavour to diſplay his glory as the Son of. 


There is a mol momentous queſtion upon this great 


_ ſubject: In what reſpect, or in what ſenſe, is Jeſus 
| j | Chbriſt the Son of God? We antwer, according to the 


; holy Scriptures, and the doctrine of all Chriſtian 
i" Churches hitherto, (unleſs ſome ſynagogues of Arians 
| and Socinians were to be reckoned ſuch); that he is thre 
"ED Son of God by ETERNaL GENERATION: That he did 
| not become ſo in time; but was ſo neceſſarily from all 
eternity, as the ſecond Per ſon of the glorious I rinity.— 
This fundamental doctrine of the Chriſtian Religion, 
we may prove from the Scriptures of Truth; and may 
then remark ſome things upon the ſubject. 

/t. We may prove, from holy Scripture, that Je- 
1 ſus Chriſt is the Son of God by Eternal Generation. — 
Some Scriptures give dire& evidence, that his gene- 
ration was from all eternity. But other evidences, 


that 


John iii. 18. Rom. viii. 32. 


: + In the preceding diſcourſe from Pſal. xlvi. 10. 


„ * 

= that the ate of Sox belonged to him before his | 
Incarnation, are the ſame upon the matter: As it was 
never pretended, nor can be imagined, that he acqui- 


red this character in any preceding point of time; and, 
therefore, his having been the Son before he was made 


fleſh ,—meaus his having been ſuch by Eternal Genera- 


bogs That he was ſo, we come now to prove. And, 
| That Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God by Eternal 
3 appears from P/al. ii. 7. I will declare the E 
decree The LORD hath ſaid unto me, You art my Son ; 
this day have I begotten thee. 
It is beyond all doubt, that CurisT i is the perſon 
| ſpoken to by God the Father, in the latter part of this 
verſe; conſidering the direct application which is 
made of it to him in the New Teſtament *: And 
that theſe words comprehend the proper doctrine of f 
his Ceneration. The only queſtion therefore is, about 
the Day. } here eee which chat N is re- 
| ferred. : 158 | 
And, in general, it it cannot be an interpreting, but 
a groſs impugning of the text, — to change the er. 
tion which it makes of Chriſt's Sonſhip as what then 
_ was, into a mere propheſy of it as what would after- 
wards be: Or to turn it off from all preſent reſpet 
to any day exiſting i in David's time; as if it had only 
a prophetical reſpect, to ſome day in the future period 
of the manifeſtation of Chriſt in the fleſh : So as the 
words might have this ſtrange paraphraſe impoſed up- 
„ Ü ²˙.à A 
Ads xiii. 33. Heb. i. 5. and v. 3. El 


| 


— ——— U—— rr OED CONDO 
- — - © - — — a 
: — 2 —. 


- x 
— 
—— — 


E „* 1 


on thim Io ſhalt become my gen about a thouſand 
years hence; in ſome future el at Job: a io ron ＋ 
| time, J will beget thee. 


The applications made of this t text to | Chriſt in the 


New Teſtament—bear not the ſmalleſt appearance of 
referring it to ſuch a day : F arther than that, in one 


inſtance „ it is quoted with a reference to his Reſur- : 


rection. But not ſo much as any hint is there given, 
that he did then become the Son of God; he was then 
only declared to be the Son of God with power And | 
an application | is made of this text to him by the great 
Apoſtle, in ſuch a manner as to bear a plain argument 


againſt explaining it of any ſuch day : Chriſt glorified 
not himſelf, to be made an High Prieſt ; but he that 


aid unto him, Thou art my Son, to-day have 1 be got 
ten thec t. For Chriſt was not but lately made an 


High Prieſt, only i in or after his incarnation ; he was 
ſo before ||, as much as he was conſtituted a Mediator 


before, —even from everlaſting : And his Senſhip is 
there ſet forth, as 5 of the ſame Oy with his Prieſt . 
hood. 


3 his Plalm, indeed, was holly prophetical; ot 
great events about the Meſſiah and his Hug, un 
the church. ſtate among the Gentiles after his aſcen- 
tion. But it was not ſo prophetical, as to be a mere 
prophely ; ; bearing no application to the ſtate of mat- 


ters in David's time. For the ſecond Perſon of the 


glorious Trinity was then the Meſſi ah, the Lonp's A. 


5 mointed, the e as he was then the. Head and un- 


| der taking 
„Ads dil TY 4 Woah | Heb, v. 5. || Pal. ex. 4. 


dertaking Surety af the new covenant, yea had been 


ſo from all eternity: And he was then a Ring upon 


the holy” hill o of Zion v. Accordingly, the conſpiracy 


which took place in David's time, among the heathens 


around, againlt the intereſts of the Jewiſh church and 
nation, was principally a conſpiracy againſt the LORD 
and apainſt his Anointed; as the public intereſts of the 
| Jewiſh people, did eſpecially belong to theſe glorious | 
. parties. — Therefore no argument can be taken, with 
any ſhadow of reaſon, from the prophetical nature of | 
this Pſalm ; for turning the aſſertion which it makes 


of Chrilt's Sonſhip—into a mere propheſy. 


It is manifeſtly inconſiſtent with every principle of 

. juſtice to the form of the words, as well as to the 
da ctrine contained in them, to explain this Son ſh ip as 
the matter of the decree 5 and fo as a future event, 
which the ſecond Perſon of the holy Trinity had to 
declare concerning himſelf. The matter of the de- 
bree is evidently ſet forth, in the next two verſes: 


And the Sonſpip is evidently ſet forth as the ground 


upon which that decree proceeds ; ; ſo that the Son- 
lip muſt have been as antient as the decree, while 
every decree of God was from everlaſting. 
What day, then, are we to underſtand, as meant 
in the text referred to? It cannot be underſtood, 
as properly - denoting any one of man's days, ei- 
ther in David's time or afterwards. It can only 

be underſtood of Gd day, the day of eternity ; 
which, with God, is all one day, without any yeſ- 


zerday or to- morrow, one permanent tay; with- 
out 
® IG. xxx. 23. | 


neration, appears from Pſul. ii. 12. Kiſs the Son, leſt he 


1 


out any ſucceſſion of parts, — a perpetual nou, co- exiſt- 


ing with every one of man's days. Thus, as the 


great Luther obſerves, upon this place; “ If we will 
* ſpeak as the thing is, —to day, every day and al- 
Ways, the Son of God is begotten : For, in eter- 

* nity, there is neither paſt nor future; but a perpe- 


ce tual to-day.” And, as he further obſerves, upon 
that text; © 79-day is here to be taken for God's 


« time, not ours: For God is not there ſpeaking with _ 
us, but with him who is with God beyond time “.“ 


Nor is this the only place where eternity is repre- 


ſented under the character of a day, one day. A text 


runs in our tranſlation, (by the help of the ſupple- 


ment was) ; before the day was, I am he+. But the 
ſtrict and juſt rendering is, from the day am he; 
from the day of eternity, from all eternity. And ac- 
cordingly, in the Greek tranſlation of the Old Teſta- 
ment which was uſed in our Lord's time, —it is ren- 
dered d dN, from the beginning t. 


Upon tlie whole, it is plain that our Lord's gene- | 
ration, as the Son of God, was not in any day of 


time ; but in the day of eternity fl... 


2. That Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God by Eternal Ge. 


3 
I No . | | S- yh 
Polus, in loco. ＋ Iſa. Xii. 13. f Pol. in loc. 
| It is a pitiful objection, that, for about three thouſand years 1 5 
before David's time, the characters of Father and Son, in the 
holy rinity, were not revealed. The infinite ONE was the pro- 
per judge, how revelation ſhould graduall, proceed; ; and it ſhould 
de enough to us, that this my ſtery i is rev caled, las ſo, even in 


the Jew ih church, 


t 


be angry. — Theſe words enjoin a moſt important 
duty toward the Son; the ſame glorious Perſon, whoſe 
generation is repreſented in the ſeventh verſe of this 
Pſalm. And upon whom was the duty enjoined? Was 
it only upon kings, and judges of the earth, who ſhould 
live in goſpel-times ; ſo as it ſhould be made no account 
of by any perſon, for hundreds of years after David's 
time? The text would then -neceffarily bear this 
ſhocking paraphraſe, as if David had ſaid : Ye kings 
and judges, who ſhall live in the Gentile-churches above 
a thouſand years after my time, kiss, pay homage,— 
10 one who ſhall be then become TE SON; though as to 
what he preſently is, or whether he preſently be at 1 
have nothing preſently to ſuy. 
That baſe abuſe of the words cannot be evited, 
but by taking them in their plain ſenſe; as containing 
_ a preſcription of then preſent duty, to perſons then in 
BE, being, —while alſo of a continuing reſpect to > perſons | 
through all ſucceeding generations. 
The words were applicable to the caſe of all*, in 
_ David's time, who in any meaſure enjoyed the revela- 
tion then made of the great ME3s1a ; even to ſome 
kings and judges then around Judea, who were not utter 
ſtrangers, however much enemies, to that revelation : 
But they were more particularly applicable to all the 
Judges and people in David's . lite ways 
8 Though the call i is ts given, only to kings and Jralges if 


the earth ; it equally belongs to perſons of other denominations,-+= | 


even to all whoſe duty i it iy as in the cloſe of the verſe, to put their 
truſt in hi ni. 


goſpel- diſ penſation. E 
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to all the kings and judges and people of following 


generations, in Iſrael and Judah; though having i 


\ 


- principal reſpect to thoſe who were to e: it under the 


And as the words contain an enjoinmenit of then pre- 


ſent duty, upon perſons then in being; it could not 


but be toward one who then was THE PO 
therefore ſuch from everlaſting. _ . 
3. That Jefus Chriſt is the Son of God by N 
Generation, appears from PJal. xlv. 6. Thy throne, 0 | 
God, is for ever and ever: Compared with Heb. i. 8: 


But unto the Son he ſaith, " throne, 0 Cod, is for 
ever and ever. 


God the Father was there introduced, as ſpeaking; 


to God the Meſſiah; and ſpeaking to him of what 


then was the caſe, of a throne which he then had : 


For he was then ting upon a throne, in the Jewiſh 
church and nation; as the Scripture nioft expreſcly 
teſtiſietn “. — But the Apoſtle is poſitive, that what was 


then ſaid, was ſaid to the Son ; and therefore to him 


who then was the Son, as having ever been fo. For 


it is quite unſuſferable to pretend, that though theſe 


Words, as applied by the Apoſtle, were become true 
in his time; yet they would have been falſe i in David's 


time, if then applied in the ſame manner to one 
who was not then THE SON, ho then had no > exiſt· 


| ence as (ach, 


4. That jeſus Chr {t is hs gon 4 of God by Eternal . 
Generation, appears from Prov. vin. 24, 25. / 'hen 
there 


IIa. Vi. 1. John xii. 41. 
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there were no depths, I was brought forth -—Befors | 
the mount ains were Seatvee, * the my was 1 TR c 
Forth. 


It is a | friking inſtance of what levychy one may be 


left to go, for ſerving the purpoſe of error; when 

preſuming to explain away theſe. verſes, l that 
whole chapter, from any application to the ſecond 

Perſon of the adorable Trinity. The party ſpeaking 


is wiſdom ; and, as one obſerves *,— „ none in the 
* antient church, no not the Arians themſelves, did 


d ever queſtion, that by wi/dom here is underſtood the 


Son of God.” Nor has it ever been queſtioned by 
any till now, but upon Socinian principles. r 
The term aviſdom, applied to God, is naturally the 


character of an attribute; yet is frequently in the 
book of Proverbs, as elſewhere in Scripture , deter- 
mined. by the context to a metaphorical ſenſe, —as 


the character of a perſonf. And wiſdom, as ſpeaking 
in the two verſes now quoted, is molt evidently de- 
termined by the context to à metaphorical ſenſe, as 


che character of a perſon; of none other than the ſe- 
cond Perſon of the eternal Trinity. 


Could it be ſaid, concerning God's attribute of wiſ- 
dom, that it was brought forth before the mountains 


were ſettled, ſet up from everlaſting * Could it be ſaid, 
that this n of N war 9 wee as e 


ub 
* Wiſheart's Theologia, p. 748 + Luke xi. 49. Marth. xxii 34. 
4 Where Hilo is mentioned, in the 5th and 14th verſes of 
thi chapter, there are two different words for it in the original; 


8 poth different frora that uſed for Hf: dom in the 1ſt and 12th verics. 


up with him? Could the attribute of wi/dom be pro- 
perly brought in ſaying,. I was daily his delight, re- 
Joicing always before him ; rejoicing in the habitable 
part of his earth, and my delights were with the ſons of 
men: When all this, if meant of an attribute, would 
| have properly belonged to the attribute of Grace? 
I he ſame wiſdom is brought in (chap. i. 23.) ſaying, : 
Turn you at my reproof ; behold I will pour out my 
ſpirit unto you: And muſt we underſtand this as mean- 
ing the reproof of an attribute, the ſpirit of an attri- 
bute! A turning away of theſe paſſages from a pro- 
per application to Chriſt as the perſonal wiſdom of 
Cod, is a moſt violent wreſting of them; even a 


turning of them into abſurdity and nonſenſe *. 
And this perſonal wi/dom ſays, I was brought n 


that he was ſo before this world had a being, from all 
eternity. Nor can any rational ſenſe be put upon 
this, but as denoting an Eternal Ceneration; directly 
aſcribed to Chriſt, the perſonal wi dom of God: The 
word being the very fame in the original which Da- 
„ % F 


FThe oppoſition made, in the book afore - mentioned, to an un- 


derſtanding of this chapter with any reference to Chriſt, -=--ſinks 
even into baſe futility z as if it could not be meant of hin, be- 


cauſe the Hebrew word for Wiſdom is of the feminine gender,--- 
repreſenting wiſdom as a female. According to this way of critici- 


9 5 ſing, the word Perſon (in Heb. i. 3.) could not be underſtood of 
Gol; becauſe the Greek word ſo rendered is of the feminine gen- 
der! And by the Church, in the New Teſtament, we muſt always 
underſtand a mere collection of women z ; becauſe the Greek word 
2 rendered | is of the ee sender! f 
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vid ufed (Plal. 8, 5.), for expreſſing his own Generath- | 


en; when he confeſſed, that he was ſhapen in iniquity. 


5. That Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God by Eternal 


_ Generation, appears from Prov. xxx. 4. Who hath a- 


| ſeended up into Heaven, or deſcended? Who hath ga- 
thered the wind in his fis ? Who hath bound the waters 


in a garment ? IWho hath eſtabliſhed all the ends of the 8 
ae ? What is his name, and what 7 is 7 Sow's vame, 


if thou canſt tell? 
There is another inſtance, of the 1 ſhifes ' 


that one may be driven to for ſupporting error; in an 
attempt of explaining away this whole paſſage from 


any application to God. And what then is the ſenſe 
put upon it? It is juſt taken for a defiance given to 


ſonie perſon by the Holy Spirit, to tell the name of 


the mere man, or (if he were dead) of that man's 
fon, who had done the great things mentioned in theſe 


words. But this is to bring in the Holy Spirit as bid- 
ding defiance to a fiction, as fighting with a ſhadow : 


For none had ever pretended, that any mere man hatl 
ever done theſe things; ſuch an abſurd and blafphe- 


mous imagination had never rod! into che wind of 
man or devil. | | 


The eternal God MY in a 8 lene, both : 


deſeended and afcended* :; To him belonged the abſo- 
| Jute diſpofal of wind and waters; he had eſtabliſhed 

all the ends of the earth. —Agur, in the preceding 
verſe, had made a humble profeffion of his ignorance | 


of the Holy; of that ny One : oz in this verſe, he 
; 5 „ 


2 * Exod xix. 18. xxxiv. 5. Gen. xvü. 22. u. 13. 
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charges ignorance of him upon all upon every one; 


canſt thou by ſearching find out Cod, canſt thou ue out 


the- Almighty unto perfection * ? 


Now this holy One, the God e mentioned in 


the next words, —is ſaid to have then had a Son; a 
Son when he eſtabliſhed all the ends of the earth, and 
| fo from everlaſting: Whoſe Sonſhip, whoſe name as 
. ſuch, was of moſt incomprehenſible glory +. 


6. That Jeſus Chriſt is the Son * Cod by Eternal - 


| Generation, appears from Micah v. 2. But thou Beth. 
ehem Ephratah, though thou be bak among the thou- 


ſands of Judah, yet out of thee Hall he come forth unts 


me, that is to be Ruler in Iſrael « Whoſe goings forth 


have been from of old, from Everlaſting. 


Theſe words were an illuſtrious propheſy about. 


Chriſt; as expreſsly applied to him, in the New Tek 
tament f. A temporal and future coming forth was 
there aſcribed to him; a generation in time as man, 
to be born in Beth. lebem. But he had like ways aſcrib- 


ed to him a going forth from of old, from Everlaſting. | 
And, as there was no external manifeſtation or opera- 


tion of God from everlaſting; theſe words can bear 
no other ſenſe than that of his Eternal Generation, —no 

bother going forth can be imagined, as competent to 
him from everlaſting. The coming forth unqueſtion- 
ably denoted one ſort of generation, which was to be- 
long to him as man: And the going forth could only 
denote another ſort of generation; which had belong- 


ed to him, as the ſecond Perſon of the divine Trinity, 
| from everlaſting. 90 
12 


| * Job xi 8 + Judges xiii. 18. Þþ Math. ii. 6. 
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It can be no juſt objection, againſt this ſenſe of the 


words, — that goings forth are mentioned, in the plu- 

ral number. This manner of expreſſion ſerves to re- 
preſent the incomprehenſible perfection and excellen. 
cy of his Eternal Generation. But it is no way incon- 
fiſtent with the unity of that generation, the real unityj 
of his going forth: more than the mention of the mul- 


titude of God's mercies *, and of his Seven Spirits F,— 
can be inconſiſtent with the unity of his mercy. and 
of the Holy Spirit; while properly ſerving to denote 


the incomprehenſible fulneſs and glory of both. 


7. That Jeſus Chriſt is the Sor of God by Eternal 
E appears from John v. 1 * Therefore the 


jeu ſought the more to kill him, becauſe he not only had 
broken the Sabbath; but ſaid alſo that God was his Fa- 


ther, making himſelf equal with Cod. Compared with 
John x. 33, 36. For a good work we ſtone thee not, but 


for blaſphemy ; and 9 that thou, being à man, 
maleſt thyſelf Cod. 
becauſe I ſaid, I am the Son of Cod. 


Say ye,—thou blaſphemeſt ; J 


We find here, that the Jews ſought to kill Jobs > 


for blaſphemy. Wherein did the pretended blaſphe- | 
my lye? It lay in his making himſelf equal with God, 
making himſelf Cod. And upon what ground did they | 
reckon that he had made himſelf ſuch, or claimed his 


being ſuch ? It was wholly upon this ground ; that he 
ow that God was his Father that he Ju, 7 am the 


Fon os Ged. 
Nos, : 


EE Pral. li, 5 | SE Fer iv, 5. v. 6. 


Now, it is perfectly evident that Jeſus ſuſtained | 


a conſtrugtion which they ſo put upon what he had 
ſaid, as perfectly juſt: For the whole defence which 
he made - proceeded . the e truth 

of that conſtruction. | 


But it is groſsly abſurd, to . it could 


: ever have entered into any one of their minds, to put 
ſuuch 4 conſtruction upon his calling God his Father, 
and calling himſelf the Son of God - tit had been 8 


derſtood, of his having become the Son of God, —only 


about thirty- three years before. Never one of them 

imagined, concerning the claim of any ſort of temporal 
Sonſhip to God, —that it was the ſame as a claim of 5 

equality with God, a claim of being God, They allowed | 
a claim of ſome ſuch Sonſpip to angels 0 the 


firſt man+, to many other men t, to themſelves ||; 


| without ever pretending or W : tat there 
Was any blaſphemy in the matter. 


They knew that there could be but ane God; and thay 


| therefore a being equal with God was the ſame as being 
Cod: They knew, from the Scriptures of the Old 


Teſtament, the doctrine of a Sonſhip 1 in the Godhead : 


And they knew, from theſe Scriptures,—that the i. 
vine Son, to be manifeſted in fleſh, was the divine 


Saviour or Meſſiah promiſed unto them. What there. 
fore they charged upon Jeſus as blaſphemy, was plain- _ 


J this ; ; T "nt he * — out as being the Son of 


Cod, 


Job xxxvii. 7. + Luke iii. 3 f Gen. vi. 2. J Hoſ i. 10. 
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God, —in the ſenſe which was peculiar to the promiſeſi 8 
Mlieſſiah, whom they would not allow him to be. ” 


The juſt conſtruction which they put upon his 
words, could thus have no conſiſtent ſenſe ; but when 


underſtood of him as the Son of God in the ſame nature, 
by a Sonſhip inſeparable from Godhead, -—and there, 
fore as the Son of God from Everlaſting. _ 


8. That Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God by Eternal i 


Generation, appears from John x. 30. 1 and my ra- 
| ther are one. There our Lord evidently ſpoke of 
himſelf as the Son, when ſpeaking of God as the Fa- 
ther; affirming that he the Son, under the character 
of Sonſhip, was one with the Father, —ane with him in 
; nature or eſſence. But his humanity was not, could e 
not be taken into the divine nature or eſſence, to an 
oneneſs in Godhead ; though wonderfully united t, 
his divine Perſon. He had therefore a character of 


Sonſhip, abſtracting from his humanity,—in which he 
was one with the Father, the ſame' one God; and 


muſt have ever been fo, in that character. 


9. That Jeſus brit is the Soy of God by Eternal 


Generation, appears from 1 John iv. 9, 10, 14. 

Cod ſent his only begotten Son into the world, that we 
might live through him :—Sent his Son, to be the propi- 
_ tiation for our ſins: 19910 he Father ſent rhe Son, to be : 

the Saviour of the world. 


One may as well make any thing of Scripture, . 


0 boling i it to ſerve every purpoſe,—as to pretend that 
the a, here mentioned as ſent, is mentioned as made 


the Sen, in 1 his _ ſent; or that the aue of the | 


IS EN OO ee ea—_—_— 
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Son did effectuate his Generation as the Son. The Fa- 
ther ſent the Son, his Son, his only begotten Son : And 
this language, unleſs it be reduced to an uncertain 
ſound, by explaining it inconſiſtently with any natural 
uſe of language, muſt mean,—that the characters of 
Father and Son exiſted before the ſending ; that, as 
already bearing theſe characters, the one did ſend, 
and the other was ſent; that therefore the Son, Whg 
was ſent, was ſuch before he was ſent, —the ON. De- 
gotten Sox from everlaſt ing. 


An argument of the ſame nature, lies in Heb. i. 1, 2. 
God hath ſpoken unto us by his Son, —by whom alſo he 


made the worlds. It would be an outrage upon theſe 
words, as a flat contradiction to them; to deny that he : 
was the Son when this viſible world was made by him, 
Dor till about four thouſand years afterwards! By the 
Son, the Father made the worlds; oy him who way : 
the Son before all worlds. 


10. That Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God by Eternal 


Generation, appears from 1 John v. 7. There are three 
that bear record in Heaven ; the Father, the Ward, and 
the Holy Ghoſt : And theſe three are One, 


Theſe words contain the moſt eminent diſplay of the 
myſtery of the glorious Trinity. The ſecond Perſon 
indeed 1s not here called the Son; but the Word, the 


Perſonal Word. Vet, of neceſſity, he muſt be here 
underſtood as the Son, as the ſecond Perſon under 
that character: For this is the only imaginable reaſon, 


why the firſt Perſon is called the Father. And fo, 
without allowing the character of Son to have a place 
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in a the Trinity, as mch as the character of Father n= 


and without allowing both theſe perſonal characters to 
be as antient as the Trinity of Perſons in the God- 


head; all conſiſtent ſenſe of theſe precious words 
muſt be aboliſhed. 


— $0 moch for the proof 10 * 
Eternal Generation *, „ . 
2dly, We may now make ſome general Remarks 
upon this ſubject. And, | 

1. The Eternal Generation of the Son of God i  # 
altogether inconceivable by us, as to the manner of it. 
—As well may the ſmalleſt veſſel contain the ocean, 


as a finite mind way comprehend this infinite myſtery. 


The doctrine thereof is wholly a matter of faith, that 
it is; noway a matter of reaſon, as to how it is. 
We cannot comprehend the manner, even of human 
generation: Nor of a metaphorical generation in our 


own minds; though yet nothing is more common, 


than for perſons to call thinking conceiving, and . 
thoughts conceptions. Far lets can the depth of the 
myſtery we are ſpeaking of be fathomed, by the long- 
eſt line of a finite underſtanding. It is blaſphemous 
3%; ᷑òꝛ⸗ x 355 > | 
It is really aſtoniſhing,---that the author of the afore-mention= 
ed book could ſatisfy himſelf with ſo ſhort and flight work as he 
makes, for diſpatching the Scripture proofs of the Eternul Gene- 
ration. Could he think that he had really anſwered them; by a 
few coarſe touches of ſhifting or per verting them? Could he ſup- - 
poſe, that the friends of this doctrine might be ſo eaſily driven out 
of theſe ſtrong holds, puſfed out of them like fools? Or is it enough. 
_=---if an ignorant or heedleſs reader ſhould take bold aſſertions 
for arguments? | | 


Can 1 


to object againſt it on the ground of incomprehenſi- 
blenefs; as much as to object againſt the being and 
pPäerfections of God, on the fame ground. It was w ell 
faid by one of the antiebts: Forbear to examine 
„ narrowly how God the Father begat the Son, or to 
« launch forth curiouſly into this hidden depth; leſt, 
by much gazing upon the brightneſs of that inaccef. 


66 ſible light, you loſe that little ſight which of God's 


« free pift is granted to poor mortals * !” The finite 


mind can have no proper conception, but of finite 


things; and therefore mult Joſe itſelf, when prefur- | 


1 ming to fathom what is iiifmite. I 
2. The Erernal Generation is not to ba et 


of or meaſured, according to any notion of generation 
among men. So faint is the alluſion from the one to 
the other, ſo infinitely diſtant are they; that the 


manner of the former can never be brought down to 
the teſt of the latter. It is even quite abſurd to 


imagine, — that the way of a ſpirit, eſpecially of the 
infinite and Eternal Spirit, can be properly meaſured 
and tried by any ſtandard of fleſh and blood. And 


every attempt of this fort, with regard to the myſtery 
we are conſidering, is a blaſphemous degrading of it; 
as much as a bringing down the divine perfections, for 


being ſeverally adjuſted to any ee ſhadows 5 


of them among creatures. 


# 


. The Eterna Generation, 3 incomprehen- | 
ſible by creatures, is yet the moſt proper and perfect 
generation. Among men, e is of 2 like 


ON eh perſon ; ; 
2 "ho Wilen. Theologia,p 751. 
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_ perſon; but never unto an abſolutely ke likeneſs: : 
whereas the eternal Son of God is the brightneſs of his 
glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon*. And gene- 

ration among men—is of another perſon only in a like 
nature: whereas the generation we are ſpeaking of— _ 

- -: of another perſon in the very ſame nature; ſo that 
MW t muſt be infinitely more proper and perfect. 


4. The Eternal Generation of the Son, ſo proper 


and perfect, doth not mean his deriving of Godhead : 
from the Father. It only means a deriving of Per- 


ſonality from him, in the ſame Godhead. And thus, 


though the ſecond Perſon is not the Son of himſelf,.— 


yet he is God of himſelf, equally with the Father. 
5. The Eternal Generation is natural and neceſſary.— 


It was no way arbitrary, or from the Father's will ; 


but naturally of the ſame original and eternal neceſſity, 
with the exiſtence of the Godhead. 


6. The Eternal Generation of the de ane no 
Ineguality of him to the Father: It doth not mean an 
priority of the Father, as to Being or dignity; ; but : 


only as to order of ſubſiſtence. 


7. The Eternal Generation of the Son is 7 as 


a could become a matter of proiniſe. — So it is in Scrip- ; 


ture: I will make him my fir/t-born, higher than the 
Ling of: the earth+; I will be to him a Father, and he 
ſpall be to me a Son t. But this did no way ſignify his 
beginning! in time to be ſuch; it only reſpected a glo- 
rious manifeſtation i in time, of his being ſuch: As, in 


Scripture „a thing is ſaid to be made, when eminent- : 
eb. i. 3. + Pal laxxix. 27. f Heb. i. 35. 
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ly manifeſted to be. So was Jeſus, in and after his 

| reſurrection, made both Lord and Chriſt *; gloriouſly re- 
vealed then in theſe characters, while he had born 
them as really before. —And his being called the Son of 


God, upon his incarnation +, was a thing altogether 


| different from his beginning then to be ſo. 


II. We may conſider the Exerciſe of Faith here 
meant. And, 


1 ft, Believing on the 80 of God, imports a be- 
| Heving that he is the Son of God - That he is ſo, ac- 
| cording to the Scripture doctrine of his Sonthip,—by 
a moſt myſterious. and incomprehenſible generation 


from all eternity; in which he is equal with God the 


F ather, in the very ſame nature the ſame one God. 
How monſtrous would it be to imagine, that our 
Lord's queſtion to the man whoſe eyes he had opened 
was only as if he had ſaid ;—Doſt thou believe 
that 1 became the Son of God about thirty-three 
years ago; without conſidering or knowing or en- 
quiring what I was before, or Whether 1 Was before 
at all? „ . | 
At the firſt interview which Nathaniel had TONY 
| Jesvs, he ſaid ; Rabbi, thou art the Son of God, thou 
art the king of Iſrael t. And upon what evidence did 

Nathaniel thus profeſs 1 the faith of his being the Son of | 

God? At Nathaniel's approach, Jeſus immediately Ty 
| ſpoke of him as one whom he was intimately acquain- 
ted with ; Behold an ' Jſraclite indeed, in whom is n 


euile. . 


9 As i. 36. 5 ; + Luke 1. 35. 1 9 John 3 49. 
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PR, Nathaniel was he dpi, as there had 


been formerly no ſort of natural acquaintance be⸗ 
twixt them; and ſaith unto him, whence knoweſ? thou 


me? Feſus anſwered and ſaid unto him; Before that 


Philip called thee, when thou waſt under the fig-tree, I 


faw thee. This could not but increaſe NathaniePs ſur- 


priſe; as he appears to have been in a religious retire- 


Ment which he was ſure no mere man knew of, ſure i 


that no mere man ſaw him there. He was therefore 
ſtruck with an evidence of the Godhead of Jeſus, as 


appearing in his divine omniſcience; and inſtantly per- 


_ ceived the glory of his Sonſhip, as ſhining in the 
glory of his Godhead.—lt is thus that we are to be. 
| Heve his being the Son of God; ; by a Sonlhip: que 
to the divinity of his perſon. ; 


2dly, Believing on the Son of God, imports a be- 


Heving that he is ſuch in our nature; even God mani- 
ſeſted in the fleſh*.—He now appeared to the man 


whoſe eyes he had opened, in the common nature of 
man; commonly known by the name 7eſus. This 


man knew him to be ſo, in the truth of manhood ; 
before knowing him to be the Son of God: As he had 


ſaid to his neighbours + ;—A Man that is called Jeſus | 
made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and ſaid unto me, 


£9 to the pool of Siloam and waſh ; and I went and 


waſhed, and I received ſi ght. 


Mile are therefore to believe on him as IMMANUEL, 0 
God with us in our nature: A kinſman-redeemer, as 


5 man; an all- luft ient Redeemer, as God- man: Who 


could Bo 
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could not have ſerved and ſuffered, without becoming 
man; who could not have done ſo perfectly, and for 
us,—without being alſo God, the Son of God. 


|  3dly, Believing on the Son of God, imports a be- 

lie ving him to be ſuch in our nature as the Mediator of 
the new Covenant. He could not become man in a 
private capacity, or otherways than as a Covenant- 
head; the ſecond Man, the Lord from Heaven+; of 
whom the firſt man was, in this reſpect, the figure . 
The faith meant in our text—doth therefore compre- 
hend a believing the Scripture-doctrine of Chriſt's Me- 


diatory offices; as our Prophet, Prieſt, and King: The 


_ doctrine of his execution of theſe offices; in his eſtates 
of both humiliation and exaltation : The whole doc- 
trine of the covenant of grace; and of all ſalvation 
through him, according to that covenant. 


4/ly, Believing on the Son of God, denotes A 


particular and full Dependence upon him in the whole 
matter of our ſalvation. We are thus to take up the 
| Reſt of our ſouls in him; as our Rock, our Salvation, 
our Defence, a Refuge for us. We are to reſt on him 
by faith as our High-prieſt, our peace; and ſo, as our 


Prophet and our King. Particularly, we are to reſt 
on his all-ſufficient righteouſneſs for juſtification : In 
appropriating it to ourſelves by faith; receiving it, 
upon the free offer. of the goſpel, to its becoming and 
being ours; by believing, on this ground, that it is 


ours, —ſo as to believe pardon and acceptance and e- 


| 8 | ternal 
2 Feb. Xil. 24. N + 1 Car. XV. 47. 5 Ln + V. 14. 
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ternal life through i it, as all ours: Renouticing alt de. | 

pendence before God, on any een what- | 
- fOevVer. | 
 5thly, Believing on the Son of God, is unto a 
mig him the immediate Object of our religious Ho- 
mage; as the man whom our Lord was now dealing 


with immediately ſaid, upon the gracious diſcovery 


made to him, —Lerd, I believe And he wor ſhipped him. 
When there is a ſubmitting, by faith, to his Righ- 
teouſneſs; there will alſo be a ſubmitting to his Rule. 
taking him for ot Judge, owr Laugiver, our Ring“? 
le is to be the immediate Object of our worſhip; and 
of all our obedience, according to the whole extent of 
the moral law : Dealing with that law in the diſpen- 
ſation which he makes of it to us, as a law which he 
has fulfilled in its covenant- form; and ſo performing | 
all duties from a principle of love, in the way of reſt. 
ing upon his fulfilment of the law,—as the only 
_ ground of our acceptance with God, and of our eels 
to all the bleſlings of eternal life. , 
III. We may improve the e, in ſome Infer- : 
ences. : And, | 
by” 1. We may hefe ſee—the . error of reaching; 
That Jeſus Chriſt became the Son of God only f in 
fine ; or by a generation, not from ng eternity, but 
1 . in time. 5 
The Chriſtian church, all a hicherto, has x uni- 
formly maintained the doi ine of the Eternal Genera: 
tion. Several perſons, indeed, have riſen up in oppo- 
5 ſirion 


Iſa. xxxiit. 22. 


* 1 


; ſition to this Jodi ine: Some pretending, that our 
Lord derived his character of Sonthip from the mira- 
culous formation of his human nature 3 ſome, that he 
derived it from his conſecration in human nature to the 
Mediatory office; and ſome, that he derived it from 
his miraculous refhrevttion by the Divine power. But 
a new Hereſy has broken forth on this head, very 
7 lately: In a Book concerning the true Sonſhip of Chriſt, 
which has become a ſubject of ſome ſpeculation and = 
| controverſy | in this country. ſide; being a Book which 


is commonly known to have been compoſed, and pub- 


liſhed laſt year, —by a . within a we miles 
of this place. 


The peculiar doctrine of this Hook, in——Thas "ax 
sus CkIsr, having been from all Eternity 25 
Word of God, or the Locos (as called in Greek), 
did in Time become the Son of God ; by a con- 
currence of the firſt Perſon of the Trinity with 
the Virgin Mary, as two conjunct Parents. 
for uniting the perſonal Word to human nature, 


as an additional ſubſtance, in the Virgin's womb: 
So that the Generation of the Son of God is 


| faid to lie, in what is called the Unition of the 
two natures into one complex perſon ; as jointly 
contributed unto by theſe two Parents. Thus, 
he is allowed to be the Son of God no other- 
' ways than as he alſo, at the ſame time, and joint- 
ly, 1 Is the Son of Mary; the Son of wenher, but 


as 
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as bearing a filial relation conjun&ly and indi. 
viſibly, to both theſe Parents*. A humanizing 
5 our Lord's relation of Sonſhip to God the F ather, was 
long ago mentioned as a groſs error to be guarded q-. 
| gainſt; But, by the above doctrine, that relation i is 
humanized with a witneſs; in ſuch a manner as no 
mortal ever preſumed upon till now, _ . 
This doctrine is a Hereſy, in the higheſt ſenſe of the = 
85 word; being an error ſubverting the very foundation 
of Chriſtianity, as hitherto held i in all Chriſtian churches : 
| While it is likeways. a Hereſy quite new ; ſuch as was 
never heard of in the world, till by the Book referred 
3 to. And it may be ſeaſonable, as an Antidote againſt. 
1 ſuch Poiſon, — that we ſhe w this doctrine to be abſo- : 
lutely falſe, of a moſt pernicious nature and fendency ; 


= and without any proper apology for it, in what truths 
5 the Book other ways contains to the honour of Chriſt. 

5 1. The above new doctrine is abſolutely falſe. 

: This! is evident from the arguments by which we have 
1 proved the Eternal Generation or Sonſhip of Jeſus 
7 Chriſt 4 and which need not be repeated. It only re- 


mains here, that we ſhe w the utter vanity of theſe ar 
| ann by which the new doctrine is ſupported. 
| (u. ) One argument is, — that the title Son of God is al- 
ways in Scripture aſcribed to him who i is God-man ; 
yea, aſcribed to him as he i is God-man. And this, * 5 
deed, is readily granted; that the character Son f 
God, is transferred to the whole mediatory perſon God. 
man: Lea, that it belongs to him conſidered as God. 
man 
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ſideration of his manhood. For he aſſumed human 
nature into ſo wonderful an union with his divine per- 
ſon, into ſuch unity of perſon, — that though it admits 
of a diſtin, yet never of a divided or ſeparated con- 
ſideration from his divine Perſon : Such is the Oneneſs, 
E that whatever belongs diſtinctly to either of his na- 


ſuch; while the glory of his Eternal Sonſhip ſhines 5 
forth indiviſibly, in and through his manhood. After 
all; it is a ſufficient anſwer to the pretended. argu- 
ment; that there is not one ſyllable 3 in all the Scrip- 

tures which even appears to mean,—that the charac- 


ter Son of God belongs to him becauſe he iq God-man, | | 
or on account of his being ſo : And unleſs this were 


proved, nothing at all is JE: to the n of me 
2 new doctrine“. 


the Son of God hecauſe he 25 God-man,----are two things extremely 
different. The difference is as in another caſe, that Chriſt is to be 
- worſhipped as he 7s Mediator; or without excluding the conſidera- 
tion of his mediatory capacity, but as including it; ---»for, while. 
there is no higher worſhip than faith, he is the object of faith for- 
mally in all and each of his mediatory offices as ſuch : But this is 
| abſolutely different from ſaying, that he is to be worſhipped 6b: cauſe 


de is Mediator; as if his title to 9 were 1 in bis He . | 
ation, and not in his Godhead. 


1 


man; or, not as excluding, but as including the con- 


tures, is aſcribed to the whole perſon God-man as 


35 2. ) Another 
* That Chriſt is FO 3 of Gad « as he is 8 and that he is 


It may not, perhaps, be quite eaſy, to 00 3 EIA | 
tion; at being entertained through a great part of the book, with - 
@ pompous rene for what no C ien underſtanding what he 


- ſays, - 
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| (2:) Another argument is taken from the Inconcei- 
vableneſs, or pretended abſurdity of Eternal Genera- 
tion, —or of generation without two parents*. But 
are we to reject Scripture-myſteries, becauſe they 


tranſcend our comprehenſion? Then fare well to all 


ſuperuatural revelation ; farewell to faith, as what 
muſt yield all its place to reaſon. It is the very foun- 
 dation-ſtone of the fabrick of the Socinian Hereſy, as 
fiſt laid by Socinus and his followers; that every 


Fin N thing. 


Rays, will 1 That Chriſt is the Son of God as he i ir Golirrant 


And to have the proof of this palmed upon the world, as if it were | 
a a demonſtrative and unanſu erable proof of tlie new doctrine about 


Chriſt's te mporal Sonſhip ; while its being ſo given out, is a mere 
ſophiſtical impoſition upon the reader s underſtanding. 


The firſt manifeſtation that ever was made of C hriſt, in the firſt 
_ promiſe, reſpected him in his mediatory capacity, as he was to 
appear in human nature: And every thing that was afterwards ſaid 
ok him, in the progreſs of divine revelation, reſpected him in the 
fame character; there is not a ſyllable about him in all the Bible, 
as the ſecond Perſon of the Trinity,----conſidered abſtractly from, 


and excluſive of his mediatory character and perſon. Particularly, 


there is not any one proof of his Godhead i in Scripture, ----but ſuch 


as proves the Godhead of the Mediator, God- man; not a fl ngle 


proof of his Divinity, but what proves his Godhead as he ts God- 
: inan - ſceing. the Scripture makes. no revelation of any thing be- 
longing to him, but as belonging (though not ell to his mediation, | 


yet) to him in his mediatory capacity. And fine reaſoning it would 


| be, to infer from all this ; ; That no Godhead belorgs to him but 
| becauſe he is God-man, ſome Socinian Godhead ariſing from his 
miraculous incarnation. Yet as good rcafoning would that blaſe: 
phemy be, as the inference now made from Chrili's being the Son - 


of God as Go1-man ; that therefore he became. the Son of God, 


| only 3 in his Incarnation. 


5 p. 32, 67. 5 
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thing in | Beriptins: which ſeems to exceed the limits 
of our comprehenſion, muſt be explained down to a 
ſenſe which falls within our comprehenſion, —and 
every other ſenſe of it rejected, 
(3.) The principal argument, which. i is, upon the : 
matter, the ALL of the book,—is taken from a ne- 
_ doctrine about the manner of Human Generation : 
which is called the eſſential criterion or touch. ſtone of 
the Generation of the Son of God“. And we are 
taught, that there is nothing more inconceivable in his 
generation than in our generation; yea, that his ge- 
neration ſeems more eaſily conceivable than ours + : 
That his generation is to be underſtood, only in a 
conformity to the manner of human generation 1: 
And that his generation in time, as the Son of God, 
according to this manner of human generation, —is 
the fundamental article of revealed Religion .““ 


And what is this manner of human generation, to 


which the generation of the Son of God is ſaid to a- 
gree; and by which our conceptions of his genera- 
tion muſt be ſo regulated? It is a notion called Ani- 
macular Generation: A particular explaining of which, 
as it is quite needleſs at this time, would be ex- 
tremely improper and indecent, in this place. 


But we may obſerve, in general, — that this doctrine 


about the manner of human generation, is moſt au- 
daciouſly impoſed upon readers; as the acknow- 
40 Ours. Theory of Generation 9. 2 Yer by whom 
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is it acknowledged? and how long has it been 
known ?- | 
called Antony Leeuwenboek, as begotten by him upon 


—It was brought forth by a Dutchman : 


ſome microſcopical reveries ; in the days of ſome per- 
ſons yet alive. It became faſhionable for a time, pre- 


vailing over the old theory, among ſome new. faſhion- 
ed philoſophers: But has now gone much out of 
faſhion; giving place to two newer theories brought 
into the room of it, one after another, by two French- 
men. And no wonder: For, taken in its whole 


complexion, it is ſuch a delirious notion, as is fit for 


no entertainment but among lunatics or in a mad- 
houſe. And yet this new ridiculous fiction is now 
produced with the greateſt aſſurance, for a principal ; 
place in the foundation of the Chriſtian Religion. 
What a ſin, what a ſhame is it, —that the faith and 

ſalvation of Chriſtians ſhould be brought overs: to reſt 


on ſuch a carnal revery ! ! | 
2. The above new doctrine is of a moſt pernicious 
nature and tendency. The Dutchman's fancy, about 


the manner of human generation,—was, in itſelf, a 
piece of very harmleſs ſtuff; tending to nothing 
_ worſe, than ſome whimſical amuſement at an idle 


hour. But the matter turns out far otherways ; 


Author of the book referred to, and according to his 
ſtyle, — the original and originating Faaen of the | 
| hereſy under conſideration. For, ; 


(I.) This new hereſy is wol ſubverſive of the 
Scripture- doctrine of the Holy Trinity. It allows 
* Buffon and Maupertuis. | 
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oy of no diſtinguiſhing, no perſonal character or name, 
in all the Bible, as belonging to the firſt Perſon of 
5 the Trinity ; till he acquired the name of. Father, at 
_ Chriſt's incarnation : And if there is no perſonal re- 
lation of Father and Son, in the Trinity as ſuch; there 
can be no reaſon why the one ſhould be called firſt, 1 5 
5 more than the other, previous to the incarnation. 
The only character or name in all the Bible, which 


is allowed to have belonged to the ſecond Perſon as 


ſuch, before incarnation, —is the name word, in Greek 
logos. And though this term, when applied to Chrift 
in Scripture, —is determined by the context to be a2 
perſonal character, the name of a perſon; yet, in it- 
ſelf, it is no perſonal character, no name of a perſon, 
more than the term wiſdom i is ſo in itſelf, or other- 
Ways than as determined by the context to be ſo: 
While the term Son, as uſed in its natural and proper 
ſenſe,—is, in itſelf, the character or name of a perſon; 


and of a perſonal relation to another perſon as a Father. 


Moreover, this character, | the Word of God, —is, in it- 

- Jelf, a character of relation only to Godhead ; but nor 

| of a perſonal relation to Godhead : Far leſs i is it, in it. 
| ſelf, a character of per ſonal relation, or of any relation 
at all,. — to a firſt perſon in the Godhead OY 


The 


mm 


The term Spirit or Ghoſt,--=-is not, in itſelf, a perſonal charac- 


ter; but is often determined by the context to be ſo, eſpecially | 
by the additional epithet Holy : And it is determined to be a cha- 
racter of perſonal relation, not merely to Godhead, but to the | 


other two Perſons in the Godhead 3 as the character of a perſon 
Fee from both. | 


* 


Lo 
K 
ol 
4 
4 
2 
Wc 
457 
"= 
-*. 
E. 
1 
rh 
Gy. 


C7 ny 250 
N nn W. 


AN : = - 


q Vo Er I 3 RET? 
fn en yr 5 Re N * JAE 


. 


LPS, 


1 


The e Flr 7 and Sond and Third Perſons, | 
Lare no intrinſic characters of any perſonal properties, 
of any perſonal diſtinctions or relations, in the adorable 

Trinity; but a are merely extrinſic, arithmetical deno- 
minations. - | 


Thus, according ro the Hereſy we are pling of, 
all diſtinction of any perſonal characters, in any per- 
ſonal properties and relations, is baniſhed out of the 
= Holy Trinity. Each of the Per ſons is ſaid to be of the 
ame ſelf- exiſtence, of equal [elf exiſtence, —in reſpect 
$ of perſonality, as well as of eſſence or nature * : Which 
muſt mean,—that all the perſons are equally e 
ed; and mutually unconnected with, mutually unrelated. 
„ each other, as to e meeting in one 
1 . Eſſence. | 
5 But if all ditindtion of perſonal characters, in per- 
5 ſonal properties and relations, be caſt out of the Tri- 
nity ; no room is left, for conceiving of any perſonal 


e 


diſtinction at all among three divine Perſons in one 
Eſſence. Thus, all perſonal diſtinction in the T rinity. 
mult be loſt, —a Trinity of perſons given up with; 
or it muſt land in the diſtinction of three divine Benz, 
three Coat. | 
As a well known author obſerves + : © The Son- 
ſhip of Chriſt as a divine Perſon, and as by Genera- 
tion, even eternal Generation,—is the diſtinguiſhing | 
e criterion of the Chriſtian religion,; and what gives it 
« the preference to all oo and upon which all the 
on - 6 important 


. | 9b. 40, 50. | | | | 2 ä 1 
4 + Dr Gill's Body of Doctrinal Divinity, vol. 1. p. 241. 
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« important dodtrines of it depend. Without this, 
e the doctrine of the Trinity can never be ſupported; _ 
without this, the diſtinction of perſons in the Tri- 
s nity can never be maintained; and, indeed, without 
© this there is none at all ; take away this, and all dif- 


< tinction ceaſes; —it its al over, with the doctrine 77 
e the Trinity. 2 | 


It is true, that the ata of the ſcheme wich we | 
are ſpeaking of—maintains the doctrine of a Trinity of 
perſons in unity of Godhead ; but his ſcheme cannot 


conſiſt with this. And no new Hereſy was ever puſh- 
ed, at firſt, into all its native and neceſſary conſe- 
_ quences : Theſe have always come in to the improve - 


ments afterwards made upon it ; eſpecially by ſuch as 


adopted it, and accommodated it to their own pur- 


poſes. 
(2.) This new kHeritz, according to the manner in 


which it is maintained, —doth caſt a grievous, yea, a 


blaſphemous reproach, upon the Scripture- doctrine of 
the Eternal Generation. This received doctrine, and 


ſo the common faith of Chriſtians on that head, is hor- = 
ribly calumniated ; as if it meant to © deprive our 


4e Saviour of ſome of the nobleſt characters of divinity, 


« _neceſſary-exiſtence, ſelf-exiſtence, and abſolute 


cc eternity: As if it meant, that he is © not an origi- | 


© nal and ſelf-exiſtent, necefſarily-exiftent Deity ;”” but 
« a generated, derived, dependent Divinity,—a gene- 
ce rated, a begotten God * ;”—that is, a falſe God; 

no God at all. It 1s > chiefly, almoſt wholly, by this ; 


Freadful 
p. 30, ao, 41, 44. 51, 83, 191. 


N e 
dreadful traducing of the doarine of Eternal Genera- 
tion, — that the field is cleared, for the doctrine of tem- 
 poral Generation to make its appearance. And if ſuch 
a repreſentation of matters were juſt, —horrible has 
always been, and ftill is, the caſe of all Chriſtian 
Churches; living in damnable error about the Object 
of their faith and worſhip : Living in groſs idolatry ; ; 
while worſhipping one as God, who, according to ; 
their own principles, is no true God but an idol *. 
Vet, as we formerly obſerved ; the doctrine of the 
Eternal Generation does not at all mean the Son's de- 
_ riving Godhead, but only deriving Perſonality from the 
Father, —by the ſame eternal neceſſity which belongs to 
the divine exiſtence : And that thus, though he is not 
| the Son f yy" but of the F ather, yet he is God of 
him Vel: „ 


. The Author makes no bones of 8 FR Chriſtian Church 5 
ce. 32, 31), with having fallen univerſally into this mire,—ſoon | 
after the days of the Apoſtles; and with having wallowed in it, : 
all along to this time : All the Churches of the Reformation, not · 
withſtanding all their reformation otherways, continuing ſlill in 
the ſame dreadful condition; as adherents © to the doQrines of 
the Popiſh ſchoolmen, in this article.” But he boldly pre- 
tends (p. 80, 81), as what keeps him in good countenance z 
that the Apoſtles and all Chriſtians in their time, (The primi- 
tive Chriſtian and Apoſtolic Church,””----were of his principles, 
about the Soyſhip of Chriſt Prodigious! Would he have the 
_ world to believe that their principles, in this matter, were built 
upon what he calls « the juſt I heory of Generation,” the Animals 
culir Syſtem ; though ſuch a theory was not then imagined by 
1 wy f mortal, nor till about ſixteen n years after their r vine] 
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in elf: of the ſhane Beten exiflent; ſelf. 4 


underived, independent, and abſolutely Eternal God- 


head, —with God the Father“. 


If any ſhall alk, how can, theſs things be? How 


can there be an Eternal Generation in the God- 
head; or how can derived Perſonality conſiſt with an 
underived Godhead of the Perſon ?—It is anſwered, 
without a bluſh, That we cannot tell: We have the 
moſt perfect evidence of Divine teſtimony that theſe 


things are ſo ; but how they are, or can be ſo; We 


know not : And no wonder, when the very. wind 
which is blowing upon us exceeds our comprehenſion; 


we cannot tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth +. 
It is an inſult upon that glorious myſtery, as well as 


upon the finite ſtate of human underſtanding, to bid 
us explain and account for the manner how it is; as 


much as to put us upon the ſame taſk, with Aeipeck 5 


to the diſtinct ſubſiſtences of three different Perſons iin 
| the ſame numerical ſubſtance or eſſence.— 
_ tolerable modeſty, with a proper regard t to his Bible, = 
will not pretend to explain the manner of human ge. 


-A man of 


neration ; in a flat contradiction to this verdict of the 
Holy Ghoſt, —Thnu knoweft not what is the way of the 


Spirit, nor how the bones do grow in the womb of her 


that 


» This f 's the common Faith of Chriſtians : While it would be 
| diſingenuous and unmanly, to catci: at an advantage from any un- 


_ guarded or looſe expreſſions which have been uſed by ſome in teach- 


| ing that dottrine, — * ichout any iuſt ff wndation. in the doctrine 
| itſelk. | | 
+ John it. 8. 


t 5 1 


| that? is with child * Much leſs all he pretend to fa- 
thom the infinite myſtery of the Divine Generation. 
3. It can be no proper apology for the indignity 
done to the Lord Chriſt, by the new hereſy in the book 
referred to; that a great part of this book is taken up 
in celebrating his © perſonal excellence and dignity,” | 
his © great and important offices,” and © the high 
„ honours and rewards” to which he is exalted. All 
this is done, indeed; but how? In high ranting ſtrains 
of unſcriptural and undeterminate language; with a 
mixture of new, looſe, inconſiſtent, ſuſpicious, yea 
erroneous notions. Arid of thele, we may wenion 
three inſtances. 
(1.) It is taught, chat Jeſus Chriſt has not only 
aſſumed human nature into an union with his divine 


perſon ; but has, in the conſtitution of his mediatory 


_ perſon, “ aſſumed creation (every ſpecies of created 
being) into union with its Creator giving himſelf 
« into perſonal union with his creation, and taking 


creation into perſonal union with himſelf+.” And 


ſo the whole creation muſt be a part of his Mediatory 


Perſon ! In the conſtitution of his perſon, - he muſt 


not only be IMMANUEL, Ged-with-us men ; but alſo 
(among other ace n. even with 
the mire of the ſtreets! 
(2.) It is taught, that, — under his viſible and gra- 5 
% cious adminiſtration, as Lord and Governor of the 
% univerſe, all evil {hall be extirpated from the empire 
of God; and righteouſneſs and peace and happineſs 
6 univerſally and for « ever prevail . * And this, if it 
| „ 8 have 
. Eccl. xi. 5. + P. 120, 147, 185. te. 148. 
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have any ſenſe, muſt mean, that, at length, thine 
will be neither ſin nor devil nor damned ſpirit nor 
hell, in all God's univerſe ; but all will be univerſally 
_ reſtored for ever.—Some hints, indeed, are given elſe- 
Where in the book, of a hell in the eternal ſtate : Yet. 
| ſuch things cannot poſſibly be reconciled, but by ſup- 
poſing this hell to be without the Inte of God's « em- A 


W the verge of creation! Te | 

(3+) It is taught, that © a ſpiritual or r moral confor-” 
ce mity to the Son of God by his word and Spirit, | 
te jn.thoſe who are capable of it, and by his Spirit alone 


% in thoſe who are incapable 1 deſtitute of the in- 
« fluence of his word. is the firſt part of our ſalva- 
ee tion, and the natural and juſt foundation of all its 
« gther benefits: This applies to perſons of every _ 
„age, and under every diſpenſation *.” Here the 
Author's principles are plain; that heathens, deſti- 
' tute of the word, are yet capable of conformity to 
Chriſt and ſalvation through him: And that ſanctifi- 
cation (a ſpiritual or moral conformity to him) is the 
ground-work of ſalvation ; even the foundation up- 
on which juſtification, and a title to eternal life, do 
naturally and juſtly proceed. According to the Bible- 
chriſtianity, ſanctification is the reſult, not the reaſon 


of our juſtification, — 25 this 1s wholly upon the 


ground of Chriſt's righteouſneſs: And ſanctifica - 

tio belongs not to the foundation, but to the finiſſi- 

ing of ſalvation- work; while all the myſtery of Chriſt's : 
Prieſthood, for” our deliverance from a ſtate of con- 


demnation, : 
P. 187, | 


1 


demnation, —is ſubſervient to the great and final pur- 


_ pole of ſanctification. But it is fit, when one would 
bring in a new Chriſt; to bring in a new Chriſtianity | 
too *. | 
In a word, all the aviſpel ah which the Anthor 
teaches, all his true doctrines about the excellence 
and dignity of Jeſus Chriſt, are moſt ſhamefully de- 


baſed, by the N which they have in that Book ; 


* The Book referred 6 - dels very bioh, in a new-modelling 


of Chriſtianity. Particularly,---the three Mediatory Offices of 


Chriſt, hitherto acknowledged as exhauſting his mediatory capacity, 


are all jumbled into one : And other three offices are added; which 
(ſo far as truth and ſenſe are brought forth in the account given of 
them), even an ordinary meaſure of natural logic would conſider, | 


as all properly comprehended in his kingly Office. And, beſide. 


various other vague or nonſenſical or erroneous notions ; a great 


part of the harangue, if it aim at any ching, aims, however in- 
conſiſtently, at a Theory of U:: 4verſal Reſtoration by Jeſus Chriſt. 


At the ſame time, ---as to the way of celebrating his excellence 


and dignity, his offices, his honours and rewards, with the duties 
we owe to him; all this is done in a ſtyle of ſuch bombaſt and fuſ- 


tian, as muſt be very diſguſtful to every perſon who reliſhes the 


ſimplicity of the Goſpel.----Nor can all theſe high celebrations 


make any amends, for robbing, Jeſus Ebeiſt of the glory of his 


Eternal Sonſhip.. 


What things are taught, about the excellence and dignity and | 


offices and honours and rewards and duties which belong to Chriſt, 


---are all impoſed upon the reader, as the proper reſult of the Aus 
thor's ſcheme of temporal generation. And how? By a moſt falſe _ 


pretence, as if this ſcheme only could ſalve the doctrine of Chriſt's 
ſupreme Godhead; a doctrine pretended to be otherways loſt 
among Chriſtians : While yet this new ſcheme, in its true import 


and native conſequences,---will leave him neither Sonſhip nor "Gods 


aead, ſuch as are rev ealed. in the holy Scriptures. 
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being al defled in the puddle of his heretical doc- 
trine, as preſſed into its ſervice: Which ought to be 
coniidered as no better than a robbery committed 
upon the Goſpel; an extorting of ſo many garments 
from it, for adorning a new and pernicious Hereſy. 
Let us now proceed to ſome other Inferences. As, 
A2 2dly, We may here ſee— the ſpecial nature of true 
ſaving Faith. It is not only a believing of Chriſt, 
receiving his teſtimony as a Prophet; but it is alſo a be- 
lieving on him,—a reſting on him alone for ſalvation, 
in all his Mediatory Offices: It is a confident truſt in 
him, for the benefit of all thefe Offices; making ſure 
account of our enjoying the ſame, unto eternal life. — 
Such is the Faith which the Holy Spirit ſupernatural. 
ly works, in the ſouls of thoſe whom he has awaken- 
ed; whom he has brought to ſee their abſolute need 
of brate, filling them with a deep « concern about 
obtaining it. 

Zaly, We may here ſee the neceſſity of faith i in 
Chriſt for ſalvation. The queſtion is put concerning 
it in our text, as of abſolute and indiſpenſible necefli- 
ty: For, according to the conſtitution of the new Co- 
venant, we can have no ſaving intereſt in Chriſt, no 
benefit of him for ſalvation, —but through believing 
on him. And this is our firſt, our leading duty; for 
We can have no right exerciſe otherways, nor make a 
: right performance of any other duty,—but as all begins 
in believing on the Son of God, becoming thus the 
obedience of faith. | Si 


wthly, We | 


E 


athly, We may here ſce—matter of Examination. 


Our Lord was here examining this man, Deſi thou be- 


lieve on the Son of God? And he is ſo examining each 
of us ſtill. Ye ſhould therefore be examining yourſelves, 
moſt particularly, upon this great ſubject.— Try your 


faith in Chriſt, the truth of your religion; by ſuch e- 
vidences as may be ſuggeſted from the context -B) 


What experience ye have had of having /zen him; in 


any ſupernatural and ſpecial manifeſtation of himſelf to 
your ſouls: By what experience ye have had of his 
talking with you; ſpeaking in his gracious words, 1 

with a ſweet and applying efficacy, into your hearts: 

By what dependence ye have been exerciſing upon 


him, for the whole of his ſalvation; renouncing all 


reſt for your ſouls, but in him alone: And by what , 
homage ye are paying to him, worſhipping him; con- 
ſtrained by his love to live unto him, in a warfare 
againſt all ſin. „ 


thy, We may here ſee matter of Exhortacion.: 
Let ſuch as have believed on the Son of God, ſtudy 


to perſevere in doing ſo ; living by faith. Exerciſe 


| a habitual dependence upon him, as to all your perſon- 


al concerns; for time and eternity. Exerciſe a habitual | 
dependence upon him, as to all the concerns of his 
. cauſe and intereſt in the Church,—and in the world: 


For his maintaining of Goſpel truth, againſt all pre- 


vuailing errors; and for his reſtoring the Reſormstion- 


intereſt in all the Churches, with an enlargement of 


his Kingdom through the world, —on the other ſide 


| of all the terrible things which are now taking place. 


And, 
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"And; as to thoſe wh have never yet believed on 


the Son of God,—let them endeavour to do ſo, with- 
out further delay. The queſtion of our text implies” 


a call, a call from himſelf, —to believe on the Son of 


God; and now is your opportunity for doing ſo, which 
you cannot promiſe upon for another moment. Lay 
your everlaſting concerns to heart: As every thing 
_ elſe is but a trifle, compared with the ſalvation of your 
ſouls. Be at pains, in the uſe of means, for under - 
ſtanding the way of ſalvation through Chriſt, accord- 
ing to the Goſpel; as there is no other poſſible way 
of it. Pray for ſupernatural illumination in the know- 
ledge thereof; by which your hearts will be ſweetly 
reconciled to that way of ſalvation, and brought to 
true reſt | in it. Pray, each of you, for a ſpiritual in- 
terview with the Son of God, ——Uunto a believing on him: 
| Getting this for a matter of your ſpiritual experience ; 
| Thou haſt both ſeen him, and it is he That Te: with 
: thee, | 


CONCERNING 


* 


The Wonderful Theory of ANIMALCULAR 
: GENERATION; as lately brought in, by 


a Clergyman of the Church of Scotland, for 


the Proper Ground of the Fundamental Ar- | 
vicle of the Chriſtian Religion! 


r HOUGH an i of this ſubje& in the 
T foregoing Sermon, would have been extreme- | 
ly improper and indecent; yet there is an evident 
- propriety and fitneſs, that a brief ſketch be made of 
it in this place, —as a neceſſary illuſtration of what is 
ſaid concerning it in that Diſcourſe. | 
The Clergyman, whoſe new doctrine about the 55 
Divine Generation we have been conſidering, — gives 
the following account of human generation (p. 11, 26, 

27, 31.), as that to which the other is called anale- 
gor! © Every human being exiſts in a living, ani- 
malcular ſtate, previous to its generation: It exiſts 
„ in the Father, partaker of his nature and one with 
him in eſſence, yet diſtinguiſhed from him by its in- 
« dividual ſubſiſtence : Generation properly conſiſts 
„n the unition of tus 1 living pr inciple, (the 


8 cee. 


| And, by the Printer's Preface to a volume of his works, publithed. 


* * 


cc. l and originating Nai of the Son) com- 
et municated by the Father as the chief conſtituent of 


95 cc the future child, with another and an additional 
ZW ce ſubſtance derived from the mother in conception, 
40 forming the complex perſon procreated of both; 

. et And who, from this generation and participation of 5 
d e the ſubſtance of both parents, is, when born into 
ee the world, called the ſon of both :— Generation is 
the unition of a pre-exiſtent, living principle, of the 
e ſame nature and neceſſary exiſtence as the father, 
ce with an additional ſubſtance derived from the mo- 
ther; by which a complex perſon is begotten, poſ- 
„ ſeſſing the nature of both patents, and taking his | 

464 filial name from both. 
8 acknowledged e ot generation ON 


This is the general and 


This is indeed a very general account of the Theo- 


ry, yet not without ſome additional ſub lance which 


never belonged to it before; while a more particu- 


lar and undiſguiſed ſtate of it, would not have ſo well 
ſerved the ſhocking purpoſe to which it is applied. 
But that the reader may know whereabouts he is, 
Vvhen carried over to ſuch a new ground for his faith 
and hope in the great matter of Everlaſting Sal- 


vation; it is neceſſary to give a ſomewhat fuller view, | 


of this ſame Theory of Animalcular Generation. 


ANTONY LEEUWENHOFK T, a man remarkable in 


His His for a „ improv ement of microſcopes, 


ES —was 
. Compare Subs © account of human generation, with his account 
of the Divine Generation- as repreſented in the OREN Dil. 


courſe, p. 38, 39. | 
+ Th Gentleman was born at Delft in Hollard, anno 1632 


in 


1 „ 1 5 
as ſtill more remarkable, for a ſingular uſe which 
-he made of them. By looking into the little world 
_ [through theſe glaſſes—he made wonderful diſcoveries 
(as he faid) of many things, which had never been 
| known or imagined by any perſon before. His prin- 
cipal diſcoveries were, of creatures called animalcules, 
little animals, — prodigiouſly little indeed, as will quick- 
| ly appear. Of theſe (he ſaid) he diſcovered moſt a- 
maꝛing multitudes, in different ſorts of fluids; and 

had even ſeen about an hundred thouſands of them: 
in a picking of his teeth which was no bigger than a 
grain of ſand. Particularly, he profeſſed to have ſeen 
above ten thouſand animalcules, of ſome particular 
ſort ,—ſwimming i in a particle of ſeminal fluid as ſmall 
as a grain of ſand, no thicker than the hundredth part 
of an inch ; and vet they muſt have been ſwimming 
: e H % there 


in che year 1722, be appears to have been alive about that time. His 
works were printed in Latin, making four Quarto volumes; under 
this title, Arcana Nature detecta. Theſe volumes contain a ſeries of 
his Epiſtles; moſtly to the Royal Society at London, of which be 
was admitted a me «ber: And many of theſe epiſtles are upon the 


animalcular ſubject; the firſt of them bearing date in January 1680, 
. and the laſt of them in N' ovember 1716. 


He told, that he laid his account with obtaining the aſſent bun 
of few, to the truth of bis obſervations. Accordingly, theſe were 
impugned by ſeveral of his co-temporary writers; and exploded, 
as ridiculous fancies : Yea be complains, as far down as September 
1715, of his being ( teaſed with contradictions. And the Secretary 
of the Royal Society had uſed the freedom of writing to him, that 
though * his opinion was vaſtly ingenuous and witty ; yet he be- 

_ * lieved that] it would have many . and * 12 
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there at FREY as in a a great ocean For i it is faid that, i 
when put cloſe together, three thouſand millions f 
them (above four times the number, according to 
ſeome calculations, of all the human kind on the face of 
the whole earth at any one time!) will not exceed the 
bulk of ſuch a grain of ſand! At the ſame time, theſe 
| animalcules are ſaid to be briſk and ane never 7 
moment at reſt. 


Whether ſuch Wa Je Wonderful things were 
ever really ſeen, or only imagined, —is of no conſe- 


quence for being diſputed in this place; let all paſs, 

1 any to believe it who Pleaſe: But the finihing 
_ wonder yet remains, which cannot be ſo eaſily paſled, 
And this is: That, in every inſtance of generation, 

ſome one of theſe animalcules turns gut to be a child; 
while many thonſands, rather many millions of them, 
all co· exiſting do at the ſame time go to wreck and | 
waſte for ever ! Now this is what nobody can pretend | 


to have ever ſeen, by microſcopes or otherways : It 


is wholly a child of fancy, a creature of mere imagina- 
tion; and how wonderful a are the powers of Imagina- 
tion! * 


After all, there are Vartogs ſubjects of controverſy 
this ſame Theory of Animalcular Generation, a 


8 mong the believers of it; upon which the Clergyman T0 


might harmleſsly employ His boaſted talent of Jnoeftiga- - 


Ld arid of theſe we may give a brief hint. As 


Whether all animalcules, as ſome would have it, 


were created in the beginning! ? And if ſo, the fickk 
man muſt have had all his natural E actually 


a . | „ 


5 * 


| alive i in bimſelf, under the form bf briſk antileates; 5 
even co-ordinate millions of them, more than the 


ml number of his immediate poſterity : And each of theſe 


having others caſed by millions within itſelf, and each 


of theſe again in like manner,—and ſo on, without 


any conceivable end; to be uncaſed, in the courſe of 
ſucceſſive generations: Every other man being in the 
ſame ſituation, with regard to all his poſterity, real or poſ- : 


ſible; beyond all ſtretches of the rankeſt i imagination: — 


While moſt contemptible parcels of theſe ninalcules i 


| have. turned out to be men and women, in the long 


courſe of generations ; the other prodigiouſſy prodi- 
gious multitudes of them having Don * left to * 


as quite uſeleſs! Or, 
2. Whether the animalcules FN not propagate their 


| kind, by a ſucceſſion of internal generations, —amaz, | 
ingly more quick and numerous, than that of the ex- 


ternal generations on the face of the. earth; for the 


Dutch Philoſopher tells, — that he had found above two _ 
hundred thouſands of them“ propagated i in a courſe of 
generations from 0b; all i in the * of nine days? . 


As, 


— 0 Whether theſe anjmalcules be not; in a proper 
mixture, male and female ; as they have been obſer. | 


ved of ſomewhat different forms? Again, 
4. Whether theſe animalcules he originally alive j in. 


| every. man; or if they become alive in him, only 5 
when he arrives at deen or fifteen 12 5 of * 1 


Aud, ob EY 


| * No leſs than 262,144! 


+ Whether 6 


. 


F.. | Whether i it be the very lifo. of the inside 
5 wat! is continued in the child; or if this gives place 
to another ſort of life, at what is called the time of 
quickening in the womb? Moreover, | 


6. Whether the animalcules turn out to a different 


form from that which they originally had; like ſome 
creatures, which are worms in one ſeafon of the 
year, —and butterflies in another? te. . 
5. Whether theſe animalcules are all originally of : 
the human form; as it has been given out that ſome 


of them, when ſeen uncaſed from a membrane inclo- 


5 ſing them, —have been obſeryed in the perfect Taps : 
or appearance of pretty boys" or girls? 8 


Such are the ſubjects of controverſy, i in the | 
| Animalcular Theory, which have never yet been 
decided; and one may well ſay never will, — — 
_ otherways than by exploding the whole, with 
juſt indignation, as a moſt idle and unaccount- 
able figment. Vet ſo effential is it to the Clergy- 

man's New Scheme of religion, ſo much the 


foundation and chief corner-ſtone of his new 


fabrick ; that, when it is pulled out, the whole 


| muſt tumble down into a heap of rubbiſh. 


It yet remains to give ſome account of the 
new additional ſubſtance which he has boldly 
communicated to that theory; for giving it ſome 
face of accommodation to his theological * 


5 poſe. As, 7 
. The ä 


1 
r. The Dutch Philoſopher ſays nothing about 
_ eſſences and ſubſiſtences and neceſſary exiſtences, 
in this affair. But, beſide the oddneſs of aſcri= 
bing neceſſary exiſtence to a human Father, —and 5 
to each of the millions of animalcules which he 
is ſuppoſed to have within himſelf“; the Clergy- | 
man tells us, that the animalcule in ſuch a Fa- 
ther is © one with him in g ence, —yet diſtin- 
« guiſhed from him by its individual ſubſets 
 & gxce:?? While the reader is not properly cau- 
| tioned againſt taking that eſſence for being nu- 
 merically one,—and the ſubliſtence for being per- 
onal: „„ | 
2. The Dutch Philoſopher 3 is quite poſitive, 
that it is wholly the animalcule which turns out to 
be the man, — ſo as (abſtracting from the infuſion 
of a rational ſoul) to be a ſimple or uncompound. 
ed perſon; having no ſort of dependence upon 
the mothers but for the nouriſhment by which 
| | its N 


4 Neceſ . ry 3 is a Divine attribute; unleſs that phraſe Y 
mould be taken in a very new and ſenſeleſs ſenſe, - · as holding equal- 
ly true of every thing, even the moſt accidental and occaſional : 
That though it might not have been, and may ceaſe to be, yet 
the thing neceſſarily is while it is, or /o long as it is; becauſe no- 
| thing can both be and not be at the ſame time! But fo far as the 
Clergyman has, by looſe language, got ſome air of divinity put upon 
| human generation ; he was ſtill the nearer his purpole, for pong | 
an air of hamanity vpon the Divine ee! 
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| its parts are dilated in a proper form. Yet the 
Clergyman talks high of an additional ſubſtance 
derived from the mother, — ſome kind of female 
ſubſtance, even an additional nature“: By which 
the animalcule (abſtracting from a rational ſoul, 
which is not pretended to be derived from the 
mother) turns out to be a complex perſon; even 

eonſiſting of teu different animal natures, ſome- 5 
way united into ene perſan? 

And fo, at laſt, he has got the Thewey of 
Ani malcular Generation moſt- daringly accom- 
modated,.— for bringing in the eternal Lagos, the 
perſonal Word of God (O dreadful!) to ſupply 

the place of a Father's animalcule; in a pretend- 
£ ed temporal Generation of the So os GOD. 

I could not expect, nor have confidence to 
alk the ſerious Reader's pardon; for entertaining 

him with the above view of ſuch wild and (as 

now applied) wicked reveries: Had I not to 

plead a neceſſity of it, — for a proper expoſing 
of this new Hereſy, which ſtrikes at the root of 
The Faith once delivered unto the Sain; n | 


* P. 12, Let | 
1 \ 64. 
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